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CONTACT INFORMATION

PHONE: 204-


mailto:rhetoric@uwinnipeg.ca

GENERAL INFORMATION

FIRST YEAR COURSES
The Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications offers Academic Writing and Introduction
to Rhetoric and Communications courses at the first-year level.






3-Year and 4-Year Degree Programs

The 3-Year BA and 4-Year BA emphasize the interpretation, evaluation, production, and precise editing
of texts for a range of audiences, media, and purposes. As well as writing in a variety of genres,
students in these programs read contemporary non-fiction, analyze visual and verbal arguments, trace
the impact of print and electronic media on Western culture, and through the study of theory and
close attention to textual practices, examine how ideology imprints itself on discourse.

In addition to core courses offered each year, students may choose from a variety of upper-level
courses offered usually every other year. Lending itself well to a Double or Combined Major, a
Rhetoric and Communications degree prepares students for a wide range of public and private sector
careers that depend on advanced analytical and communicative skills, especially in writing.

Students must submit a Major declaration form to Student Central. Forms can be obtained from the
RHET website


/rhetoric/forms.html
/rhetoric/forms.html
/rhetoric/forms.html

JOINT DEGREE/DIPLOMA IN COMMUNICATIONS

The Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications also offers a program combining university
credit courses with the Red River College Polytechnic (RRC Polytech) two-year Creative
Communications Diploma program. Students in this program graduate with a 4-Year BA in
Communications from The University of Winnipeg (UW) and a Creative Communications Diploma from
RRC Polytech. This Degree/Diploma ensures that students receive a well-rounded liberal arts education
as well as applied and workplace training, preparing them specifically for careers in Journalism, Public
Relations, Advertising, or Broadcast Production.

Students must apply separately to


/rhetoric/forms.html
/rhetoric/forms.html
/academics/calendar/docs/rhet.pdf
/academics/calendar/docs/rhet.pdf

offered in the 2024-25 academic year. For a full list of RHET courses available, please see our website
or the “Course Descriptions” section of the Academic Calendar.

We strongly recommend that all prospective students for the Major, Minor, Certificate or Joint
Program make an advising appointment with the Department Chair, a Rhetoric faculty advisor, or an
academic advisor before registering for courses. Those interested in pursuing the Honours degree are
especially advised to speak with the Honours Advisor before applying to the Honours Program. Please
call or email the RHET General Office at (204) 258-3865 or rhetoric@uwinnipeg.ca to schedule an
appointment with an advisor.

WRITING CENTRE/COMPUTER WRITING LAB

The Department of Rhetoric, Writing, and Communications has a Writing Centre and a Computer
Writing Lab that support students from all undergraduate disciplines in any stage of their writing
process, from brainstorming a writing assignment to working with a polished draft. The Writing Centre
(3G11) offers free face-to-face and online peer tutoring, drop-in workshops for students, and
classroom presentations about writing. The Centre also contains a writing resource library for students
to use. The Computer Writing Lab (3G10) has 30 workstations with word processing software and


/rhetoric/courses/index.html
/academics/calendar/docs/all-course-descriptions.pdf
mailto:rhetoric@uwinnipeg.ca
http://uwinnipeg.ca/writing-centre/
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Schedule: MWF 08:30-09:20
Instruction Method: Le
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RHET-1105, Section 012, Fall
Schedule: MWF 11:30-12:20
Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1105-001
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This course provides an introduction to the
study of Rhetoric and Communications, and the
role that persuasion and persuasive discourse
plays in contemporary communication, culture,
and society. Topics include the role of
persuasion in everyday communication, the
relationship between rhetoric and structures of



This course examines the relationship between
the rise of new media and discourses used to
write about popular culture. The course looks
at changing rhetorics of popular culture, from
the nineteenth to the twenty-first century, as
new media made art and culture more
accessible to the public. The course also
examines how new processes of mediated
distribution of art and culture changed the
discursive strategies for writing about popular
culture. Course topics include: the rise of
photography and the technological
reproducibility of images; mass media and the
culture industry; ideology and popular media;
subcultures and countercultures; technology



which images communicate meaning. This
course draws on a considerable range of
theories and examples to demonstrate the
differences and the similarities between the
grammar of language and that of visual
communication. Given the influence and
sophistication of visual texts, visual critique is
important and necessary. Topics in this course
include critical analysis of visual representation,
the power dynamics of looking and
spectatorship, advertising and visual media in
everyday life and popular culture, and the
rhetorical dimensions of scientific images.

How does Winnipeg as place and socila hub
influence our sense of identity and our writing?
How do we understand our city through a filter
of language and images? How is Winnipeg like
and unlike other cities and how is our local
culture connected to global and planetary life?
To respond to questions like these, we will
consider how paying attention to place—
walking, listening, looking, mapping--can reveal
a level of detail we may have overlooked. We
will consider how [well] we live together in the
city and what discourse practices promote a
sense of shared community. Research methods
in this course are both traditional and non-
traditional. We will conduct some archival
research and literary analysis, as well as
ethnographic observations. We will also adapt
the concept of researcher as «flaneur», one
who observes by being in place—walking,

drawing maps, recording sounds, all to create
an up-close version/vision of place.

This course addresses the varieties of scholarly
discourse: why academics write and speak in a
particular way and how institutions and
networks affect textual production. By reading
and analyzing representative texts of various
disciplines, students will learn to recognize and
practice the rhetoric used by academics. The
goals of this course are threefold: (1) to
increase students’ awareness of norms and
disciplinary conventions; (2) to help prepare
students for advanced scholarship; and (3) to
learn more about the pragmatic components
involved in writing, thinking, and speaking at an
academic level and practice. Students will learn
how to publish an article in a journal and
present their work at a conference. They will
also practice the publication process through
many writing workshops and have an
opportunity to publish their course papersin a
journal.

This course examines the role of media,
communication, culture, and rhetoric in the
public sphere in raising awareness about
environmental issues like climate change. This
course explores how different actors (e.g.,
corporations, governments, environmental




Updated June, 2024 Page 20 of 34









FALL/WINTER TERM COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

In case of any discrepancy between the schedule below and WebAdvisor, WebAdvisor takes

precedence.

Instruction Codes:
Le = in-person lecture
ONL-H = Hybrid online
A = Apprenticeship, Internship, Practicum

S = in-person seminar
ONL-A = Asynchronous online

P = Project/Thesis
ONL-S = Synchronous online

Please check WebAdvisor for instructor and classroom information.

Academic Writing: Extended

RHET-1110, Section 001, Fall/Winter

TuTh 14:30-15:45

Instruction Method: Le

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research: the
discovery of topics, the arrangement of ideas,
the assessment of audience and purpose, and
the practice of effective editing. This course is
designed to give students extensive
opportunities to further develop their writing
abilities, such as generating, evaluating, and
developing ideas logically, supporting arguments
with evidence, gathering and documenting
information from a variety of sources, and using
language clearly and correctly.

Academic Writing: Extended

Reserved for students in the Beginning
University Successfully Program.
RHET-1110, Section 130, Fall/Winter
Th 13:00-15:45

Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1110-001

Academic Writing: Extended

Reserved for students in the Community-based
Aboriginal Teacher Education Program.
RHET-1110, Section 245, Fall/Winter

Th 17:00-20:00

Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1110-001

Academic Writing: Extended

Reserved for students in the Community-based
Aboriginal Teacher Education Program.
RHET-1110, Section 247, Fall/Winter

W 17:00-20:00

Instruction Method: ONL-S

See description for RHET-1110-001

Academic Writing: Extended

Reserved for students in the Winnipeg
Education Centre program.
RHET-1110, Section 250, Fall/Winter
TuTh 11:00-12:15

Instruction Method: Le

See description for RHET-1110-001




WINTER TERM COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

In case of any discrepancy between the schedule below and WebAdvisor, WebAdvisor takes
precedence.

Instruction Codes:

Instruction Codes:
Le = in-person lecture S = in-person seminar P = Project/Thesis
ONL-H = Hybrid online ONL-A = Asynchronous online ONL-S = Synchronous online
A = Apprenticeship, Internship, Practicum

Please check WebAdvisor for instructor and classroom information.

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of



styles of documenting sources and to the
research databases relevant to the Social
Sciences.

See description for RHET-1102-002

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,
and the practice of effective editing. Sections of
RHET-1103 are designed for students likely to
major in a discipline in the Sciences, such as
Biology, Chemistry, or Physics. Students are
introduced to the styles of documenting
sources and to the research databases relevant
to the Sciences.

See description for RHET-1103-004.

See description for RHET-1103-004

Academic Writing teaches

the essential strategies for university writing
and research: the discovery of topics, the
arrangement of ideas, the assessment of
audience and purpose, and the practice of
effective editing. Sections of RHET-1104,
designed for students in Business and
Administration, focus on the fundamentals of
good writing and critical thinking in academic
and institutional settings. Students practise the
forms of communication common in business,
public administration, and non-profit
organizations, such as summaries, reports,
proposals, and correspondence. Students also
learn the documentation styles and research
databases relevant to Business and
Administration. The Department website
provides detailed information about each
section.

See description for RHET-1104-002

Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research:
the discovery of topics, the arrangement of
ideas, the assessment of audience and purpose,










Academic Writing teaches the essential
strategies for university writing and research.
This course is designed to give students whose
first language is not English extensive
opportunities to further develop their writing
abilities, research skills, and public speaking
skills. During the course, students learn to
generate, evaluate, and develop ideas logically,
support arguments with evidence, gather and
document information from a variety of
sources, use language clearly and correctly.
Particularly, students have extensive
opportunities to practice writing different
genres of texts, and to develop public speaking
skills, through a debate and a research
presentation.

This course provides an introduction to the
study of Rhetoric and Communications, and the
role that persuasion and persuasive discourse
plays in contemporary communication, culture,
and society. Students examine topics such as
the role of persuasion in everyday
communication, the relationship between
rhetoric and structures of language, and
foundations in rhetorical scholarship, writing
studies, and communications. Other topics may

include the study of rhetoric in political
communication, literacy pedagogy and
textuality, religion, the law, and visual rhetoric
in art, film, popular culture, advertising, and
public relations.

This course builds upon the aspects learned in
Academic Writing: Multidisciplinary (RHET
1105) and/or other introductory academic
writing courses to further develop students’
knowledge and experience of the textual as
well as multimodal features that characterize
discipline-specific as well as research-based
academic writing. The emphasis in this course is
on developing a more advanced academic
literacies in students’ own academic discipline;
and developing capacities for carrying out a
micro-research project or conducting an
extended writing project of their choice. This
involves study design, critical reading of the
relevant literature, data analysis, research-
based academic writing, and academic
presentation. In addition to guidance on
reading and responding to relevant academic
literature, students receive individualized
feedback as they draft sections of the research
paper of their academic major, including the
introduction (1), methods (M), results (R) and
discussion (D) sections. This well-known IMRD
structure offers students an excellent basis for
understanding and practicing variation in
representing academic content and in
positioning writers and readers. Students will







written assignments, class discussions, and in-
class screenings of videos and documentaries,
students learn about foundational theorists
who have contributed to contemporary
communication studies. The course covers a
broad range of topics, including: media,
rhetoric, and ideology; Canadian
communications scholarship; transmission
models of communication; media and public
discourse; democracy and the public sphere;
power and propaganda in contemporary
communications; media and technological
convergence and contemporary media
experiences; and, new media culture and



spoken presentations and theory-based
research work.

This course examines the relationship between
the rise of new media and discourses used to
write about popular culture. The course looks
at changing rhetorics of popular culture, from
the nineteenth to the twenty-first century, as
new media made art and culture more
accessible to the public. The course also
examines how new processes of mediated
distribution of art and culture changed the
discursive strategies for writing about popular
culture. Course topics include: the rise of
photography and the technological
reproducibility of images; mass media and the
culture industry; ideology and popular media;
subcultures and countercultures; technology
and globalization; and augmented reality and
video games.

This course presents the foundational
knowledge and skills needed to improve



background to explain the contemporary
culture wars. They will then evaluate a series of
recent case studies concerning moral conflict
and communication breakdown. The aim is to






manage administrative tasks in a Writing
Centre, including staff mentorship, scheduling,
program assessment, workshop development
and delivery, and WC promotion. Students will
work with the Writing Centre coordinator to,
among other tasks, 1. effectively provide
mentorship to peer tutors, 2. promote the
Writing Centre, 3. liaise between professors
and tutors to arrange peer tutoring in classes,
4. develop and deliver requested workshops,
and 5. research Writing Centre futures in the
age of accessible deep learning and artificial
intelligence.

Enrolment in this course is subject to
Instructor approval and requires prior
completion of RHET-2500 Tutoring Writing.

A border/land is a physically and symbolically



practices, and our broader society and culture.
Course topics include: theories of the



